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The English Bucket List



The origins… 



LANGL1212

English for Arts Students

• Faculty of Arts & Letters

• 2nd year students



HOW do we get 

students to practise 

English IRL? 



't was the time of…

• e-portfolios

• TED talks
• Do schools kill creativity?

– Sir Ken Robinson 

• A short introduction to the 
Studio School
– Geoff Mulgan

https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/geoff_mulgan_a_short_intro_to_the_studio_school?language=en


First idea: 

The English Portfolio



It was not 

S.M.A.R.T. 

enough

Specific

Measurable

Achievable 

Relevant

Time-based



The 

English 

Bucket List



YOU

Your comfort zone in English





Hmmm.. I 
wonder what's 

over there… 





10 items 
✓ S.M.A.R.T. 

✓ Challenging

✓ Varied

✓ skills

✓ activities

✓ Fun



Hey you,

take a bad item,

and make it 

better! 



What's up 

DOC? 







Practically 

speaking…



T1

The English Bucket List

T1 
wrap-up

video

Pass the 
bucket 2

Final 
version

Fbk on 2nd

draft

Send in 
2nd draft

Pass the 
bucket 1

Write 
1st draft

Class 1: 
intro to 

the project

W2 W4W1







Pass the 
bucket 3

T1

The English Bucket List

T2
meeting

(formative)

T2  
updates

Wrap-up 
video 

fbk

T1 
wrap-up

video

Pass the 
bucket 2

Final 
version

Fbk on 2nd

draft

Send in 
2nd draft

Pass the 
bucket 1

Write 
1st draft

Class 1: 
intro to 

the project

W2 Oral 
Exam

T2

W4

✓ Achievement 
unlocked

W1

January 
summative 
assessment





Pass the 
bucket 3

T1

The English Bucket List

T2
meeting

(formative)

T2  
updates

Wrap-up 
video 

fbk

T1 
wrap-up

video

Pass the 
bucket 2

Final 
version

Fbk on 2nd

draft

Send in 
2nd draft

Pass the 
bucket 1

Write 
1st draft

Class 1: 
intro to 

the project

W2 Oral 
Exam

T2

W4

✓ Achievement 
unlocked

✓ PPT 
✓ Bucket List 

Reloaded

W1

January 
summative 
assessment







So, does it 

work? 



We humbly think so… 

• Clear objectives

• Clear methodology (milestones, templates…)

• Adapted to mixed-ability groups

• Increased motivation

• Variation 

• Choice 

• Responsibility

• Fun

• Self-reflection (involvement, learning style…) 

→ Increased 

confidence



Les cahiers du LLL – N°13 :
Oser la pédagogie active
https://oer.uclouvain.be//jspui/handle/20.500.12279/791

DE CLERCQ, Mikaël - WOUTERS, Pascale FRENAY, Mariane - RAUCENT, Benoît

December 2020 - (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) 

https://oer.uclouvain.be/jspui/handle/20.500.12279/791
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Our own Bucket 

List for the 

English Bucket 

List  



✓Student assessment 

✓Read up on the literature to improve 
the project

✓Expanding across the years?  

✓Happy Covid-19 accidents

✓Spread the word



Question time! 



Thank you! 
Catherine Avery 

Catherine.Avery@uclouvain.be

Jean-Luc Delghust

Jean-Luc.Delghust@uclouvain.be

References: 

Les cahiers du LLL – N°13 : Oser la pédagogie active

https://oer.uclouvain.be//jspui/handle/20.500.12279/791

DE CLERCQ, Mikaël - WOUTERS, Pascale - FRENAY, Mariane -

RAUCENT, Benoît (December 2020)

All icons from https://thenounproject.com/ - used under NounPro license

Other images: earth clipart - spacesuit png

Scan the QR code for the

PDF of the Presentation + Templates
(link will expire 30th June 2021) 

mailto:Catherine.Avery@uclouvain.be
mailto:Jean-Luc.Delghust@uclouvain.be
https://oer.uclouvain.be/jspui/handle/20.500.12279/791
https://thenounproject.com/
http://clipart-library.com/clip-art/world-clipart-transparent-18.htm
https://craftpng.com/astronaut-space-suit-2-png-311291.html
https://uclouvain-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/jean-luc_delghust_uclouvain_be/EjmOjdyF8QpFu62xD0xgqH4BitTe6O0cqbX6nA019925tA?e=cPCxsQ

